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December 8, 1945 

. 

Dr. Ralph G . Keader . . 4. G . i;hlids  Memorial 
Funa i’or .iedical neseerch 
333 Cedar Ltreet 
NeA’ haven, 11, Corm. 

Dear Dr. i;i;eader, 

I am writing in support of the fellorfship applicat$un 
01’ Lr. Joshua iederberg. I have iu~own him s iiice he was an 
untiergl%auat,,e in i;olt,umia G oliege ZLU have seen nim CIeVelO p 
persckaiiy  ‘chrougfi nie expeL.ience with tfie i112 Naval unit 
bocii 2~; i;ht3 Collage and in z :.,edic c l School. _I 

Chile at Columbia he -made a remarkable impression upon 
-his  teachers, both in the Sciences  ana in the Eumanlties . 
before he grtiduated he had completefi, s ith dis tinc tion, a 
number or 6jr --aduate courses and in my  opinion t;‘bs much better 
than most of our graduate s tudents  in Zoology . 

At k Iedica1 School his  improvement has continued. 
Possessed of a trenen<ous energy, he has not only  done good 
war k  in nis  courses but has found time during the past two 
years to engaze in some research during the evening and on 
wee;<ends. This  swwer he begn some part time k ;ork with me 
on biochemical mutants of the mold, Keurosnora. 

The progess of the wor;i during this  short time has 
been remarkable. Z ie has been able to demonstrate that in 
some cases the adaptations  which t’;le mold UldergO s s  are due 
to genie bsck-mutations . Some of these are especially  
Interes ting genetically  because they  are not at the.original 
locus. in addition he has revealed a complicated interac tim 
between mutant zn& x ild type nuclei v :hich is  of the greatest 
interes t. At leas : one 
published ewly  ln 1946. 

pager on this  subjec$ should be 
1. am quite sure tilat no present 

g:r% duate s tudent in our department would have achieved so 
r iiuc i in so little ti2e. 
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The reason for this achievement must be attributed to 
a large number of qualities which Lederberg posseses. Among 
them are immense energy, a very fine imagination, aaute judge- 
ment in the design of ex?erixents and close acquaintance with 
the literature. I have tried, and think I am succeeding, to 
develop a proper attitude of self criticism in Lederberg. This 
may be-his greatest weakness, although, not surprising in one so 
young. 

The possibility that Lederberg may work with Professor 
3. L. Tatum at Yale durin g his vacation from Medical School this 
spring and sum,:er is very attractive in many ways. In the first 
place, to engage in such an association will certainly aocelerate 
his oxn development. In addition, 1 have every confidence that 
As record will be one of accomplishment. 

Upon rereading IThat I have written I fear that it may 
sound like an overs tat ement . It sii;ipiy is not. Lederberg is 
in my opinion a very gifted young man with unusual achievemen; 
and premise. ‘*‘he Child’s r”und would make no mistake In granting 
him a fellowship. 

Sincerely yours, 
w 
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*tlrv 
2’. J. Rya 
Assistant P ofess ,%oology 
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